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Secondary students 
request switch from 
hybrid to remote learning 


The trend is opposite 
elementary level 
requests, which favored 
hybrid learning 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— More students in the middle 
and high schools have requested 
to switch from hybrid to remote 
learning versus remote to hybrid, 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District Superintendent 
Al Ganem Jr. said in a Feb. 4 
school committee meeting. 

“We are seeing a trend at the 
secondary level of students that 
would like to be more remote,” 
Ganem said. 

When the district sent sur- 
veys to families, asking if they’d 
like to switch student cohorts, 33 
students at Wilbraham Middle 
School requested to switch from 
hybrid to remote learning, ver- 
sus seven who wanted to switch 
from remote to hybrid. 

At Minnechaug' Regional 
High School, 89 students wanted 
to switch from hybrid to remote, 
and 22 from remote to hybrid 
learning. 

“That’s a wildly different 
trend than what we saw at the 
elementary level,’ committee 
member Patrick Kiernan said. 

Families of younger students 
largely requested cohort chang- 
es to hybrid instead of remote. 
Parents of kindergarten students 
were also given the option to 
enter a lottery for four in-per- 
son learning days, resulting in a 
waitlist. 

“A lot of times, the students 
have more influence at the sec- 
ondary level than elementary,’ 


Ganem said. “Sometimes, stu- 
dents in high school are enjoying 
the benefits of being remote as 
well. Also... with in-person and 
synchronous, it’s very similar, 
too. We know about the social 
emotional piece. But this was an 
option we gave students and par- 
ents,’ Ganem said. 

Last year, administrators 
and Minnechaug Principal Steve 
Hale gave the committee a vid- 
eo presentation, demonstrating 
the technological changes made 
in the high school and the effec- 
tiveness of synchronous learn- 
ing there. Synchronous learning 
hasn’t been implemented in the 
elementary schools. 

“T think it makes perfect sense 
from the presentation Steve Hale 
and his team gave about the 
technology,’ committee mem- 
ber Sean Kennedy said. “It’s no 
longer teachers at the board... 
I think students were saying, ‘I 
can be in the same room, or in 
the comfort of my own home on 
the screen.’ I think that shows a 
success of what the high school 
is doing and the way they’re 
utilizing the technology, taking 
teaching to that next level. I think 
it’s a very positive thing, I don’t 
think its a negative at all,” he said 
of the cohort change requests. 

“T couldn’t agree more,’ Ga- 
nem said. “High school is doing 
a great job, elementary is doing a 
great job, it just looks different.” 

Ganem said he and district 
administrators are still looking 
at offering a lottery for first and 
second-grade students, giving 
families the option to bring stu- 
dents in for four in-person days 
if selected, similar to what was 
offered to kindergarten students. 

District administrators and 
staff have added preschool class- 


Please see HYBRID, page 5 
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WILBRAHAM -— An owl was released into the wild last weekend after being rescued by the Wilbraham 
Police Department in December. The owl was hit by a vehicle, which stopped and alerted Wilbraham 
police. The owl was then transferred to state environmental police, then the Raptor Tales Rescue of 
Shrewsbury organization, and was treated by Tufts Wildlife clinic for head and ocular injuries. Photo 
courtesy of the Raptor Tales Rescue of Shrewsbury Facebook page. 





No vaccines at municipal 
clinic this week 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMP- 
DEN — The towns’ municipal 
COVID-19 vaccination — clinic 
will not be receiving its allot- 
ment of 100 vaccines this week, 
the Wilbraham Senior Center an- 
nounced Sunday. 

Senior Center Director Paula 
Dubord said she was informed of 
the change by the state Depart- 
ment of Public Health. The DPH 
didn’t provide a reason why the 
clinic won’t be receiving the vac- 
cines this week. 

“We have been informed by 
the State Department of Public 
Health that our weekly allotment 
of 100 doses of the COVID-19 


vaccine would NOT be fulfilled 
for this week,” Dubord wrote in 
an email to newsletter recipients 
on Sunday. “There will be no 
signups or clinic for Feb. 18. We 
will keep you posted regarding 
the following week.” 

The state is in Phase II, 
Group | of the vaccine priority 
schedule. In this group, seniors 
75 and older are eligible for the 
vaccine. Mass vaccination sites, 
including Eastfield Mall, will 
also vaccinate one caregiver 
along with the senior, but that 
option is not available at smaller 
clinic sites. 

The Wilbraham Senior Cen- 
ter vaccination clinic is open to 
residents of both Wilbraham and 
Hampden. 





More dynamic leadership needed at 
Soldiers’ Home 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
CHICOPEE — _Insuffi- 


cient leadership enabled the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke to 
claim the lives of at least 76 
veterans last year. It has become 
clear that more will be expected 
out of the facility’s next perma- 
nent superintendent. 

On Feb. 9, the Special Joint 
Oversight Committee on the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke 
COVID-19 Outbreak convened 
for the second time in 2021. A 
panel of state representatives 
and senators heard testimony 
from numerous individuals, in- 
cluding multiple members of 
the facility’s board of trustees. 


“Going forward, the ap- 
propriate thing to do is have 
someone who is qualified in 
that superintendent position,” 
said trustee Isaac Mass. “They 
should have capability, even 
having a background or knowl- 
edge in a medical environment.” 

When the outbreak escalat- 
ed in March 2020, former Sol- 
diers’ Home Superintend Walsh 
failed to make critical inquiries 
or request assistance in a time- 
ly manner before acting inside 
of the facility, where at least 
80 staff members and an addi- 
tional 84 veterans contracted 
COVID-19 in 2020. 

Despite his decorated mili- 
tary career, Walsh was inexpe- 
rienced in operating a 24/7 care 
facility. Prior to the pandemic, 


Marylou Sudders, the state’s 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, had several reserva- 
tions concerning Walsh’s capa- 
bility and encouraged him to 
enroll in the career program at 
Suffolk University. 

“My concern about the su- 
perintendent was that since he 
had a distinguished military 
background but had not worked 
in 24/7 congregate care, long- 
term care background, there 
was a strong belief to [employ] 
a deputy who had that kind of 
background to balance the skill- 
set the superintendent had,” 
Sudders said. 

It wasn’t until Dec. 20, 
2020, long after Walsh’s firing, 


Please see SOLDIERS, page 5 
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Bm NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
COVID-safe library 








happenings for teens 


By Jay Taylor 


WILBRAHAM — Regular library 
patrons are optimistically awaiting ex- 
panded access and engagement when a 
degree of “normalcy” returns. Hopefully 
this means a few months from now if and 
when COVID restrictions lift further. 
Wilbraham Public Library (WPL) is a 
vital community center in so many ways, 
one of which is providing our teens with 
appealing programming, socialization 
and fun. 

Although in-person programs have 
been suspended, Teen Services/Young 
Adult Librarian, Rachel Hapgood, has 
worked steadily to move popular teen 
programs online. 

The Teen Book Club has a virtual 
meeting monthly for a book discussion 
geared to grades 8-12 readers. The Sum- 
mer Reading Program kept many teens 
in the loop, giving them a way to earn 
prizes for reading a book and writing 
a review about it. Likewise, the Winter 
Reading Program happening now offers 
raffle prizes for participants. Both pro- 
grams are being run through the library 
website. 

“Teens Who Code,” a popular free 
program for 6-12" graders, explores 
project-based coding in a fun, nurtur- 
ing environment facilitated by Christine 
Goonan. Participants are currently work- 
ing on a three-year project to develop an 
app for teens to make better food choic- 
es. This program is already fully booked 








for the full school year. 

On hold is the Teen Advisory Board, 
which normally offers a great way for 
teens to meet new friends, share ideas 
for teen library programming, and oth- 
erwise help the library. Before the pan- 
demic hit, two teens representing their 
peers had been attending board meetings 
of the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, 
or WFOL, an all-volunteer nonprofit or- 
ganization that funds programs, furnish- 
ings, library equipment and other needs 
not covered by town taxes. 

For teens, many library virtual offer- 
ings fall short, as the social interaction 
— the emotional connectedness they (and 
we!) dearly need — is missing. Hapgood 
is working on gap filling with new ini- 
tiatives such as a Teen Trivia contest 
built around the Netflix show “Strang- 
er Things” this spring; Beginner Chess 
for all ages (including teens); updating 
the teen book collection and the Loft; 
and working with Hampden-Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth to prevent and re- 
duce substance use, and to promote safe, 
healthy and positive youth development 
in Hampden and Wilbraham. 

So, behind the scenes there is a lot 
happening! Other WPL departments are 
also hard at work. 

Anyone interested in helping the 
more than 350 members of the WFOL 
please consider joining the group via its 
Facebook page or its page on the WPL 
website under “Donate & Volunteer.” 
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Springfield Garden Club hosts virtual 
program on spring flowers, Feb. 19 


SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield 
Garden Club will host “Spring Ephemer- 
als and Other Delights” presented by Joan 
Butler on Fri., Feb. 19 at 11:30 a.m. The 
event will be virtual and will be accessible 
via Zoom. 

Avid gardener, plant collector, garden 
designer, and writer, Butler lectures on a 
variety of gardening topics. Early native 
woodland wildflowers such as Bloodroot, 
Jeffersonia, Hepatica, and Primula are 
the stars of the early spring garden, but 
are unfamiliar to many gardeners. Learn 
about their habitats, ideal growing condi- 


tions, and unique adaptations. 

The presentation is open to the public 
as well as club members via Zoom. Social 
hour begins at 11:30, the club business 
meeting is at noon and the presentation 
will begin at 12:30. Tickets for guests are 
$5 and are available at EventBrite.com. 

For more information on this and other 
Springfield Garden Club events go to 

www.gctfm.org/springfieldgardenclub 
or visit them on Facebook at https://www. 
facebook.com/SpringfieldMAGarden- 
Club/ 





Nomination papers available for 
elected office in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — Nomination papers 
are now available for elected office in Wil- 
braham. Anyone interested can call the of- 
fice of Wilbraham Town Clerk, Carole J. 
Tardif, at (413) 596-2800 ext. 200 to set 
up an appointment. 

The last day to obtain nomination pa- 
pers is Wed., March 24, for the Annual 
Town Election, scheduled for May 15. 

Positions being voted for that day are: 
Selectman for three years; Town Clerk for 
three years; Moderator for three years; 
Assessor for three years; two Region- 
al School Committee members for three 
years; Cemetery Commissioner for three 
years; Water Commissioner for three 
two Library Trustees for three 


years; 


years; one Planning Board Member for 
five years; and one Wilbraham Housing 
Authority Member for five years. 

The deadline for submission to the 
Registrar for certification is Fri., March 
26, at 5 p.m. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. for those who wish to obtain 
papers. A total of 50 signatures from reg- 
istered Wilbraham voters are required to 
have a name listed on the ballot as an in- 
dependent candidate. A letter stating the 
candidate’s name, address and the office 
being sought must be submitted at the 
time of the request to the Town Clerk. 

Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 


(413) 596-2800, ext. 200 with any ques- 
tions. 
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Michael Dias promoted to Branch Manager of 
LUSO Federal Credit Union’s Ludlow branch 


LUDLOW — LUSO Fed- 
eral Credit Union, serving 
members and communities in 
Hampden County since 1971, 
last week announced the pro- 
motion of Michael Dias to 
Branch Manager of its Lud- 
low branch. In his new role, 
Dias will be responsible for 
overseeing LUSO’s Member 
Service Department and daily 
branch operations, as well as increas- 
ing business development efforts. 

A resident of Ludlow, Dias be- 
gan his banking career at LUSO as a 
Member Service Representative/Teller 
in early 2018. Six months later, he was 
promoted to a head teller position and 
ran the teller line as Lead VIP Banker 
until late 2019 when he was promoted 
to Assistant Branch Manager for both 
Ludlow and Wilbraham. In addition 
to his role at the credit union, Dias is 
working on obtaining a degree in Busi- 
ness Analytics and Information Man- 
agement from Western New England 
University (WNE) and serves on the 
board of directors for the Our Lady of 
Fatima Festival. 

“Receiving a great education in 
business and finance from Western 





New England University 
certainly helps me when it 
comes to working at LUSO, 
as it gives me the technical 
and communication — skills 
that are needed in this posi- 
tion,’ said Dias. “I was also 
able to balance a full-time 
university schedule with my 
full-time assistant manager 
position at LUSO, so I defi- 
nitely learned how to manage my time 
very well. Plus, being able to commu- 
nicate with and learn from LUSO’s 
executive management team directly 
gave me all the ‘tools’ and resources 
I would need to help continue to grow 
the Ludlow office and the credit union 
in general.” 

LUSO Federal Credit Union Presi- 
dent and Chief Executive Officer, Jen- 
nifer M.G. Calheno agrees. 

“During his time at LUSO, Mi- 
chael has accomplished great things, 
all while pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
from WNEU, which he will have com- 
pleted as of this spring,” she said, add- 
ing that Dias will pursue a Master of 
Business Administration from Western 
New England University starting in 
May. “Now, he will be bringing his 


management experience and financial 
background full-time to the Member 
Service Department — with training, 
member growth and profitably listed 
as a few of his new responsibilities, 
all while continuing his education to 
acquire a Master’s Degree in Finance.” 

Dias said he hopes to bring every- 
thing he has learned over the last few 
years — both at LUSO and at Western 
New England University — to his new 
position to continue to grow and serve 
the credit union membership. 

“T am extremely grateful for this 
opportunity to continue my profes- 
sional growth and development with 
LUSO,” he said. “I cannot thank the 
board of directors and executive man- 
agement enough for the trust that they 
have placed in me. This year, we’re 
celebrating LUSO’s milestone 50th 
anniversary; I hope to be here, continu- 
ing to serve our members, for many 
years to come.” 

To learn about LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, or to become a mem- 
ber, contact 844-LUSO-FCU or visit 
lusofederal.com. LUSO is federally 
insured by the NCUA and is an Equal 
Housing Lender. 


THE BEST 
FRESH FOR! 


Heart Healthy 
Specials 
February 17th — 23rd 


Fresh Green 
Asparagus....... $1.99 Ib 


Brussel Sprouts 
boa edhe $1.99 Ib 


Broccoli Crowns 
$1.49 Ib 








Gala Apples 
peheuaes $1.49 lb 










’ 
* 


ey 


HEAR 
JX 


s 
4 
di 

















Sweet Grape Tomatoes 
Pints ....... 2 for $4.00 


Red and Green 
Seediess Grapes........... $2.49 |b 


Golden Lemons, 
Extra Large .. .5 for $3.00 











Dawn Ruffini of Wilbraham elected President of Mass. 
Association of Realtors 


WILBRAHAM -— Dawn Ruffini Standards, Leadership Development, Massachusetts NAR Director At- 
of RE/MAX Connections Wilbra- and Finance Committees. Large and a voting member of the o ) 
ham has been chosen as the 2021 As President Elect, Dawn per- New England REALTORS Commit- 

President Elect of the Massachusetts forms the duties of the President in _ tee. 
Association of Realtors. their absence. She also serves as a ae 

Previously she served 
two consecutive terms 
as MAR Treasurer. Prior 
to being elected treasur- 
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Correction 


In the Feb. 11 issue of 
the Wilbraham Times, a 
Wilbraham Middle School 
honors list omitted the 
name of one student. That 
student is Ryan Haber, who 
received Distinguished 
Honors, grade 6. 
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§ OBITUARIES 


James Joseph Diotalevi, 80 





Death 
Notices 


James J. Diotalevi, 


James Joseph 
Diotalevi of Wilbra- 
ham, 80, was called 
peacefully home to 
the Lord on Feb. 3, 





owned Belcher 
Oil Company — 
Jim’s wholesaler. 
Jim was the own- 
er and President 
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STCC introduces ‘house 
flipping’ course 


SPRINGFIELD - _ Springfield 
Technical Community College will 
offer a course designed for anyone 
who would like to start and own a 
successful “house flipping’ business 
in Massachusetts. 


is a professor in the STCC Architec- 
ture and Building Technology Pro- 
gram. A local sustainable designer 
and builder in Western Massachusetts, 
DeForge holds a current Massachu- 
setts Construction Supervisor License 


of Wilbraham 2021 surrounded by of Alpha Oil Co. House Flipping 101 is a six-week and has worked on building projects 
died February 3, 2021 his loving family. He lnc. for over 60 online course taught through STCC’s ranging from small remodels to de- 
Wilbraham Funeral was a devout Cath- years. He created online learning management system, signing and constructing energy effi- 
Home is assisting the olic filled with love, a great business Blackboard. The course, which runs cient custom-built homes. 
; ; ril 5-Ma , will include guide- eForge will help students under- 
family faith, hard work and for himself and April 5-May 14, will include guid DeForge will help students und 
family. Born on April his family. The lines necessary for legal and building _ stand the real estate market, where to 
Theresa Watkins @ 1040. he was thé first two years standards in conducting work in the buy a property, the foreclosure pro- 
Wilbrah belaved. conor Leo-and Sarak. heanade all‘thevoil Welw ence residential building sector. “House cess, buying properties at tax sales 
. of Wilbraham (Clyne) Diotalevi Sr. aca sel) Gnd sere eaa he bine flipping” is a type of investment strat- and evaluating properties and estimat- 
died February 3, 3021 Jim grew up in Wilbra- ers. He was young, but had a egy in which someone purchases ing renovation costs. 
Wilbraham Funeral ham, attended grammar drive to do well. ae gained re- property not with the intention to use, Students also will review house 
Home is assisting the school at St. Matthew’s Cath- spect, and with other oil deal- but with the intention of selling it for flipping mistakes, tax implications, 
family olic School, and entered Wil- ers, Jim formed the Western a profit. the use of deductions and rolling 
bahanve: Menioral School MA. Fuel Dealer Associa The course includes discussion over a buyer’s profits into the next flip. 
Phyllis Grondalski for his ninth year. He gradu- tion. They donated equipment boards, weekly content and virtu- The course is offered through ST- 
of Wilbraham ated from Springfield’s Tech- and help for NEFI Technical al live sessions each week. Students CC’s Workforce Development Center, 
died February 7, 2021 nical High School, was on School where they set up a must commit a minimum of eight which delivers noncredit programs 
alreatbor a the swimming team and held teaching and training center hours per week to be successful. The and classes that meet the ever-chang- 
sae many records in the butterfly in Springfield. course 1S asynchronous, which means ing workforce demands of individu- 
Home is assisting the competition which were not In the early eighties, Jim lessons are not “live” or with real-time als, businesses and industries in the 
family broken until many years later. became a member of both interaction. Students may complete region. 


Jim attended University of 
Conn., but decided after two 
years to start his own business 
under the guidance of Charlie 
Hough of Wilbraham, who 


New England Fuel Institute 
and the Better Home Heat 
Council. He later served as 
Director of both trade groups. 


each weekly section as their schedule 
allows. 
The instructor, Jennifer DeForge, 


For more information and to en- 
roll, visit stcc.edu/wdc. For questions, 
call (413) 755-4225. 
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SOLDIERS from page 1 


that the Executive Office of Health and Human Ser- 
vices announced Glen Hevy as Deputy. Hevy was pre- 
viously the senior operations official for patient care 
services at the 400-bed Bedford VA Medical Center. 

Trustee Mass reiterated that a “lack of leadership” 
led to last year’s outbreak and voiced confidence in the 
interim superintendent, Michael Lazo. 

[Lazo] 1s acutely aware of the issues of the Sol- 
diers Home and the resources that are available to 
him,’ Mass said. “While long-term our, or at least my, 
hope is to have someone who is [medically] qualified, 
in the short term, I think that we are covered in the 
leadership and staffing at the home if there’s additional 
crises that comes up.” 

Trustee Kevin Jourdain, the Soldiers’ Home’s for- 
mer Chairman, is promoting the creation of a crisis 
hotline that would connect veterans, staff and family 
members with an outside agency. 

Jourdain regrets that the board was unable to assist 
in a greater capacity during the outbreak at the Sol- 
diers’ Home. He believes that the body is treated by 
state officials as an advisory board, when, in fact, stat- 
utes give it much greater authority. 

“If you don’t know the nature of the work, you 
just take at face value what you’re told by people in 
charge,’ said Jourdain. “Ill say it again on the record. 
They act like we don’t matter because they’re literally 
saying, one, ‘We’re going to [act] irrespective of the 
board, basically.’” 

Jourdain is frustrated regarding the slow process of 
bringing a new facility to Holyoke. He feels as though 
state has ignored the trustees as it goes about pushing 
a capital plan for a $300 million home. 

The current plan is for a 192-bed facility with a 
caveat for an additional floor that would create space 
for an additional 37 beds. Mass said that the state’s 
proposal has been poorly received by some parties. 

“That is certainly far lower than what the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home Coalition is advocating for 280 beds,” 
said Mass. “There are some additional complications 
in that the nature of healthcare is changing for veterans 
coming back. There are more instances related to TBI 
issues and behavior health issues. The plan that was 
presented to us does not contemplate beds for those 
Services.” 

State Senator John Velis of the Second Hampden 
and Hampshire District agreed that more services 
must be provided. He found it unfortunate that lives 
were lost before the need for improvements was wide- 
ly accepted. 

“These are the kinds of things that, unfortunately, 
we don’t talk about until a tragedy strikes. We have a 
lot of families of veterans who don’t have their loved 
ones anymore,” said Velis. “It’s very easy for us to be 
Monday morning quarterbacks, but there are certain 
things you look at; there could have been a more expe- 
dient resolution.” 

Dalton Zbierski and can be reached at dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 
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rooms at Minnechaug as part of a Mile Tree Extension 
remote site in order to accommodate as many students 
as possible, Ganem said. 
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2022 — 2028 Wilbraham Open Space and 


Recreation draft plan available 


By Joe Calabrese 
Wilbraham Open Space and Recre- 
ation Plan Committee Chair 


WILBRAHAM - If you watched 
the sunset from Rattlesnake Peak; 
swam, fished or played at Spec Pond; 
if you chilled out at Bruuer Pond or 
cheered for your kids playing one of 
the many team recreational activities 
in town, then you realize how lucky 
Wilbraham is to have such Impressive 
and extensive recreation areas, pro- 
grams and facilities. 

These resources don’t just happen; 
they are the result of constant work by 
town departments and committees to 
acquire and maintain them, and it all 
starts from an Open Space and Recre- 
ation Plan (OSRP). 

Back in the 60’s, the Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission had the 
foresight to begin acquiring our frag- 
ile natural areas such as the White 
Cedar Swamp and the Thayer Brook 
and Twelve Mile Brook Conservation 
Areas with the aid of Massachusetts 
Self-Help Grants. Areas acquired 
recently, such as the Rice Nature 
Preserve, McDonald Nature 
Preserve and Mount Mar- 
cy, could not have been ob- 
tained without what is now 
called Massachusetts Land 
and Recreation Grants. To 
obtain these funds, every 
seven years Wilbraham must 
compose, submit, and get ac- 
cepted by the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, an Open 
Space and Recreation Plan. 

These OSRPs have _ be- 
come a lot more elaborate 
over time. The current OSRP 
Workbook put out by the 
State to assist communities 
in composing their plans is 
close to one hundred pages, 
and the recently completed 
draft 2022 — 2028 Wilbraham 
Open Space and Recreation 
Plan itself contains over one 
hundred pages in its main 
text and another hundred 
plus in its appendix. 

The Wilbraham Open 


4 
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Space and Recreation Plan Commit- 
tee has been working on the new plan 
in, and outside of, monthly meetings 
for two+ years, logging hundreds of 
hours of interviews and research. The 
plan references ninety-three sources 
consisting of town officials, commit- 
tee chairs, experts in various areas, 
and lots of research into local, state, 
federal, academic and other relevant 
sources. In addition, feedback from 
over 350 Town residents was acquired 
via the OSRPC survey which is avail- 
able at Town Hall, the library, and the 
Wilbraham OSRPC webpage, Face- 
book page and Instagram page. 

The draft document is now post- 
ed on the OSRPC home webpage. 
The first five sections are filled with 
data, graphs, pictures and maps that 
deal with every aspect of Wilbraham 
from demographics and regional con- 
text to history, scenic areas, recreation 
programs, water features, geology, 
plants, wildlife and more. The final 
four sections utilize all of this data to 
formulate a seven-year plan for main- 
taining the beauty and quality of our 
Open space and recreation areas and 
programs into the future. 


In the coming months, the OS- 
RPC will be presenting the draft plan 
to the Conservation Commission, the 
Planning Board, the Board of Select- 
men and the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission for their feedback and 
approval. It also will have a final pre- 
sentation for public comment during 
the OSRP March 30 meeting at 7 
p.m. — details for attending the virtual 
meeting can be found on the Town of 
Wilbraham website. 

Past plans have been responsible 
for hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
state aid to Wilbraham. The new plan 
will continue this tradition and help 
to insure that we continue to main- 
tain our town’s exemplary open space 
and recreation areas and programs. 
Please check out the plan on the Wil- 
braham Open Space and Recreation 
Plan webpage, https://www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov/120/Open-Space-Recre- 
ation-Plan-Committee 

Please be patient — because of its 
length, it may take a few minutes to 
load. Then, get out there and enjoy! 


LUDLOW LODGE OF ELKS 


69 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA 


Friday, February 19 
Fish and Chips with 


Chowder, Coleslaw & Roll 
$12 per meal, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 


Limited Indoor Seating Available. 


Come In & Pick Up or 


Call 583-2448 


To Place Your Order. 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
OUR SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH SRD, 5-7 PM 


FOR $10 PER PERSON 


e 
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Kennedy asked if more classrooms could be added | ro 
in other currently unused spaces in district buildings, * te Te 

but Ganem said that would complicate coordinating 
transportation, as well as physical education and art 
classes, if grades were to be spread around multiple 


sites. 
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Journeyman Plumber 
Hiring IMMEDIATELY! 


Pay starts at $35/hour, more with 
experience, etc. MUST have CURRENT PBR 
Journeyman plumber license! Regular PLUMBING 
weekday hours, occasional emergency service calls. 
Call or Email your resume/letter of interest to: 
plumbingbyruth@gmail.com, Attn: Rae Meehan, 
Office Manager or call 413-885-9096. 

3 Stadler Street, C-8 (behind ACE), Belchertown MA 


The employees of Alpha Oil Company 
would like to send our deepest, 
heartfelt sympathies to 


the Diatolevi Family. 
Jim will be greatly missed by all. 


ROBERTS ROOFS Our love to you at this difficult time. 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Alpha Oil Company, Inc. 


2440 Boston Road ¢ Wilbraham, MA 01095 ¢ 596-4583 


A family owned local business for over 85 years! 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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The Garden Lady tackles milk jug seed sowing, part 1 


arbara, who gardens in Wilbraham, 
B wrote to me recently, complimenting 

the column (thank you!) and asking if 
I had any opinion of “winter sowing” seeds in 
re-used gallon jugs. This technique is all the 
rage right now on social media and in garden- 
ing blogs, and while I had read about it many 
years ago and again recently, I have never tried 
it myself. Perhaps some research into the topic 
would prove beneficial for me as well as my 
readers! 

The basic premise of winter sowing is to 
plant your seeds in mini-greenhouses (the gal- 
lon jugs), place the jugs outside and simply let 
nature take over. The advantage being that no 
heat mats or lights are needed. No window sills 
full of seedlings, either. While I don’t think it 
is as simple as it sounds, I do think trying it 
would be a fun experiment. Read on this week 
and next to consider some of the pros and pos- 
sible cons of this seed starting technique. 

Years ago I read a blog where a master gar- 
dener was encouraging folks to start native pe- 
rennials in milk jugs outside; he called it “win- 
ter sowing.” The seeds of many of these plants 
require a period of cold and moist stratification 
to break seed dormancy. In simple terms, they 
need to go through winter in order to sprout. 
Think of it as nature’s safety mechanism; 
seeds germinate at the right time to survive and 


SOGIAL SECURITY 
MATTERS 


Should I Wait 


thrive! You may ask, then, why not just sow 
the seeds outdoors in the garden? In theory it 
sounds good, but in reality “the 
wild” is not the best seed bed. 
From hungry birds and rodents, 
to wind and drenching rains, suc- 
cess 1s hit or miss. Safely inside 
the milk jug, but at the same time 
outside in the elements to freeze 
and thaw, freeze and thaw, tricky 
seeds are coaxed into germinat- 
ing. Success at your fingertips! 
My method of combating 
tricky germinators has always 
been the refrigerator. By putting 
seeds in moist soil in a small 
plastic bag and chilling them for 
a month or so at 40 degrees, I am 
usually successful at providing an abbreviated 
“winter,” satisfying germination requirements 
that break dormancy. Recently, I watched a 
video from a wildflower specialist in Canada, 
who abbreviated “winter” a bit further. She 
simply places seeds in the fridge for 24 hours, 
then the freezer for 24 hours. Five times back 
and forth and she swears dormancy is broken. 
After the period of stratification has passed, 
seeds are handled as normal, sown on the sur- 
face of a moist soilless mix with the provision 
of bottom heat and supplemental light. But 








IN THE 


GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 


what if I didn’t have the props, or even enough 

window sills to limp along seedlings inside? 
Here is where I think sowing in 
milk jugs could be of benefit, and it 
goes beyond “winter” or even seeds 
that need specialized treatments to 
germinate. 

More recent blogs speak of 
starting everything from cold-hardy 
annuals to heat-loving vegetables 
inside milk jugs, and while I don’t 
think the method is fool-proof, or 
meant for the lazy gardener, I do 
think there is good reason to give 
it a try. Gather some supplies: duct 
tape, empty gallon jugs, decent 
seed starting soil, a paint pen and 

a selection of seeds. Perennial herbs 
and flowers can be sown right away and next 
week the how-to portion will explain exactly 
how to do it. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy @turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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Information about municipal vaccination clinics 


Until Age 70 
To Claim? 


By Russell Gloor 


Dear Rusty: I have read your 
answers to the commonly asked 
question of “When should I claim 
social security benefits.” You always 
say one should wait as long as pos- 
sible, up to age 70, to get the max- 
imum monthly benefit. But I have 
not seen you address the matter of 
all the money you could have col- 
lected if you start drawing sooner 
and how many years it will take, if 
you wait, to recoup all that money. 

I am now 64. I have always 
planned to wait until at least 66 and 
possibly to 70 to start collecting. I 
have no health issues and expect to 
live well into my 90s. When I tell 
people this, they question why I am 
leaving so much money on the table 
by waiting. At age 66 I’d get $1,671 
per month and, at 70, $2,161. Be- 
tween those two ages I could col- 
lect $73,524. It will take me many 
years to recoup all that money if I 
wait until 70 to begin, right? When 
I consider this, I question why I am 
waiting. Please help clear up my 
confusion and tell me whether I am 
doing the right thing by waiting to 
claim. Signed: Confused Senior 

Dear Confused: You are correct 
that I always try to make people 
aware of their option to get a bigger 
Social Security benefit by waiting 
longer to claim. But I also always 
stress that the decision to do that 
should consider several things - 
most notably, current need for the 
money, health, and anticipated lon- 
gevity. Said another way, delaying 
until age 70 doesn’t make much 
sense if you won’t live long enough 
to at least “break even.” Neverthe- 
less, your point is very well taken 
— not a lot is written about benefits 
not taken when you wait until a later 
age to claim. I actually have written 
about that before, but I’m happy to 
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The towns of Wilbraham and 
Hampden are holding COVID-19 
vaccine clinics. Presently, the 
state is in Phase 2, part 1 — those 
75 and over being eligible. The 
town is expecting to receive ap- 
proximately 100 doses per week. 

The clinics are being held at 
the Wilbraham Senior Center. 
Please have your insurance card 
available when you call. If we do 
not answer because we are an- 
swering other calls, please leave 
your name, phone number and 
that you are calling for a vaccine 
appointment. We will return all 
calls in the order in which they 


were received. 

Please note the following: 

The newly added “compan- 
ion going with those 75 and over 
can receive a vaccine at the same 
time” is for mass public vaccina- 
tion sites only — Eastfield Mall, 
Fenway Park, etc. Our clinic is a 
private clinic, not a mass public 
clinic. 

We are also assisting res- 
idents to make appointments 
at the Eastfield Mall site. The 
chaotic scene we all saw on the 
news, with people waiting out- 
side for hours, has been rectified. 
The Eastfield Mall site is now 


running very efficiently. 

We are administering the 
Moderna vaccine. Eastfield is 
using the Pfizer vaccine. You 
cannot mix the two. You need to 
return for the second dose at the 
same location you received your 
first dose. 

We do not know when the 
governor will open up the next 
phase of eligibility to those 65 
and over and those with two or 
more comorbidities. 

We hope this information 
helps. 

Paula Dubord, Director, 
Wilbraham Senior Center 
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SUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just aS much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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oie Hunting tree stands must be 
ee removed by Feb. 28 


evaluate your specific per- 
sonal situation. 

Using the numbers you 
provided, if you were to 
claim your $1,671 bene- 
fit starting at your full re- 
tirement age (FRA) you 
would collect $73,524 
over the 44-month period 
to age 70, when you could 
get the $2,161 benefit. So 
how long would it take to 
break even if you wait un- 
til age 70 to claim? Well, 
the difference between 
your age 70 benefit and 
your FRA benefit is $490. 
So, if you wait and get 
the higher benefit at age 
70, it will take you about 
12.5 years to recover that 
$73,524 ($73,524 divided 
by $490 = 150 months = 
12.5 years). 

So, here’s where lon- 
gevity comes in. Accord- 
ing to Social Security, av- 
erage longevity for a man 
your age today is about 84, 
so if you meet or exceed 
average longevity, you'll 
collect more in cumulative 
lifetime benefits by wait- 
ing until age 70 to claim. 
And you'll be getting that 
higher monthly _ benefit 
amount throughout your 
later years, a good way to 
offset inflation. Indeed, 
that higher benefit lasts 
for the rest of your life, 
and it also means a larger 
survivor benefit for your 
wife if you predecease 
her. As your widow, your 
wife will get 100% of the 
amount you are receiving 
when you pass, if she has 
reached her full retirement 
age and if her widow’s 
benefit is more than her 
own. And 100% of your 
age 70 benefit is quite a bit 
more than 100% of your 
earlier benefits. 

I hope this helps clar- 
ify your confusion about 
whether to claim now, or at 
your FRA, or to wait even 
longer to age 70. Here is 
a link to an article I pre- 
viously published on this 
topic:www.socialsecuri- 
tyreport.org/ask-rusty-do- 
ing-a-breakeven-analysis/. 
But from what you’ve 
shared with me, I don’t see 
anything wrong with your 
plan to continue waiting 
until at least your FRA, 
and possibly until age 70, 
to claim, especially since 
you expect to live well into 
your 90s. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Secu- 
rity Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Founda- 
tion and its staff are not 


WILBRAHAM — Every year, the 
Conservation Commission approves ar- 
chery-only deer hunting on seven town- 
owned conservation properties. Hunters 
typically put up temporary tree stands 
and remove them at the end of the sea- 
son, but that is not always the case. 

Permanent tree stands are not al- 
lowed on any property that is owned by 
the town. If you or someone you know 
has a tree stand on town property, please 
remove it by Feb. 28. 

Beginning in March, a group of peo- 
ple including Wilbraham Police, Envi- 


Children’s Museum holding virtual 


ronmental Police and the Conservation 
Commission will be locating left-behind 
tree stands and removing them from 
trees. These stands will be held at the 
Wilbraham Police Department for iden- 
tification and pick-up by the owner. You 
will be required to show proof that it is 
your stand. 

If the tree stands are not picked up by 
the owner, they will be sold at auction 
on a date to be determined. Thank you 
for your anticipated cooperation on this 
matter. 


calendar raffle in April 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 
Children’s Museum is holding a ‘virtu- 
al’ calendar raffle throughout the month 
of April in lieu of its annual Bunny 
Breakfast. 

The organization relies heavily on 
fundraising and the generosity of the 
community. The Wilbraham Children’s 
Museum was unable to hold traditional 
playgroups or annual fundraising events 
in 2020. The museum has made the de- 
cision to cancel its annual Bunny Break- 
fast again this year, which is historically 
the largest single fundraising event, and 
missing it two years in a row is crushing, 
staff members said. 

The Wilbraham Children’s Museum 


is seeking donations from local busi- 
nesses for our ‘virtual’ calendar raffle. 
The museum would appreciate contri- 
butions of gift cards to area businesses, 
raffle baskets or monetary donations and 
will be accepting donations until March 
Sth. 

In exchange for support, the museum 
will proudly promote businesses via its 
social media pages and website. Email 
Meagan Michel at president@wilbra- 
hamchildrensmuseum.com to donate 
today. 

“We appreciate any support this 
wonderful community can _ provide,’ 
Michel said. 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES - since 1982 
Window & Door Installation Specialist 

New & Replacement 

Call For Your Free Estimate Today 


HIC#1755887 - 413-455-5458 


LANDSCAPE FOREMAN 
Position Overview: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance jobs. 
This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast paced 
environment that requires quick thinking, 
a team oriented attitude and multi-tasking 
abilities. Our company also offers snow 
removal in the winter months as well. 


As foreman, you are responsible for 
completing jobs on time and to Keith Isham 
Landscaping, LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. You 
must also have the ability to train our crew 
labor with all precautions related to day to 
day landscaping activities. 





LANDSCAPE LABORER 
Job Description: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance 
jobs. This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast 
paced environment that requires quick 
thinking, a team oriented attitude and 
multi-tasking abilities. Our company 
Also offers snow removal in the winter 
months as well. 


As a Landscape Laborer, you are 
responsible for completing jobs on time 
and to Keith Isham Land-Landscaping, 
LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. 


Education/Experience Requirements: 
Experience working with all aspects of Landscaping & maintenance. Degree/certification 
and/or training in horticulture would be a plus. Valid drivers license, clean driving record 


and reliable transportation and DOT healthcard. 


Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 
Must have great customer skills. Attention to detail with an eye for identifying plants, 
shrubs and trees commonly used in this region. Mechanical skills including operating 
equipment such as chainsaws, lawn mowers, etc. Heavy lifting is required. Experience 
safely driving a truck and trailer. Ability to interpret a variety of instructions furnished 
written or orally. Verbal & written communication skills. 





@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
WWw.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 


INAFLAST 








Digital & Photographic Lab Services 


February: Special 


HOME MOVIE/ 
VIDEO\ TRANSFER: SALE 


We Still 
e Develop Film e Print From Negatives 
e Print,From Digital Photos 
e Restore Photos © Passport Photos 
e Custom Frame And Sell Film 





l 7 : I 
fiiated with or endorsed | Home Movie/Video Transfer Sale : 
by the Social Security Ad- At Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC we have i ; 
ministration or any other spent years working with clever, creative people J O I 
governmental entity. To - some come to us with years of experience and ‘ I : 
submit a question, visit our others are new to the green industry. We don’t Bas tia ges glee I oO I 
website (amacfoundation. present our potential clients with a resume and a ft I . A 
org/programs/social-secu- sae el to the mae st i WON KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING = nti re O rder 
Be) crea BNO EO DST ORs ce PO Box 151, 162 Wilbraham Road SEAS E BHESEN THIS CORON | 
at ssadvisor@amactounda- We offer employees competiti Hampden, MA 01036 i IN A Fy ASH ; 
tion.org. ple POuIING Pay . | | WHEN PLACING ORDER. 

uccell. loop ica So- commensurate with experience and/or education i Dol Pongal bees CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER 
with a benefit package. We are a drug and bo DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 2/28/21. WI 





cial Security advisor for 


alcohol free work environment. The applicant 
AMAC. PP 


must pass a pre-employment drug test. Visit us in our new location! 


481A Breckwocd Bivd., Springfield, MA 
(413) 782-0868 ¢ www.IAFPhoto.com 
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Melha Vintage Auto 
commemorated Warren 
Christensen’s 100" 
birthday with a memorial 
plaque. Photo by David miles. 





<y> \* “si Eee 6 * 
A banner celebrates the 100" birthday of Wilbraham resident, Warren Christensen. A drive-by parade was 
held Feb. 13 in his honor. Photo by David Miles. 





Helen and Warren Christensen with Bill Rice on Feb. 13. Rice is 2021 Presiden 








Wilbraham Family Dentistry, L 
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ommunity Bulletin Board 


Love, 
Deanna, Cameron & Caroline 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 





t of Melha Vintage Auto. Photo by David Miles. 


Locals ice fishing last weekend. Photo by David Miles. 





Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7-5 © Fri. 8-5 ¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
85 Post Office Park e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 
Suite 8503 e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 
— Wilbraham, MA 01095 ¢ Implant Restorations 
LC 413-596-3881 


e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


_£ www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com e Most insurance plans accepted 
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American International 
College announces Fall 
2020 Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — American International 
College (AIC) in Springfield has named 640 stu- 
dents to the Dean’s List for the fall 2020 semester. 
Dean’s List students are full time students who 
have achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends 
the efforts and accomplishments of these scholars 
during this unprecedented time. 

Michael Acevedo, of Wilbraham; Joseph Al- 
bano, of Wilbraham; Kendal Bates, of Hampden; 
Grace Beaupre, of Wilbraham; Brendan Carmi- 
chael, of Wilbraham; Mikayla Clark, of Hamp- 
den; Iain Ferreira, of Wilbraham; Jessica Llamas, 
of Wilbraham; Elisheva Milov, of Wilbraham; 
Rhiann Ryan, of Wilbraham; Kara Catherine 
White, of Hampden 


Megan Anderson 
named to Fall 
Dean’s List at 
Stonehill College 


EASTON, Mass. — Megan 
Anderson, of Wilbraham, a mem- 
ber of the Class of 2022, has been 
named to the Fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at Stonehill College. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
students must have a semester 
grade point average of 3.50 or 
better and must have completed 
successfully all courses for which 
they were registered. 
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Pafumi’s To Go Dr. Peter Duplesis 
OO Family Dentistry 


TEAM 413 
William Ravies R.E. 
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A outed ua every ar is donated to 


Breast Cancer Research 


Hometown Rolloff Dumpster Service 


413-244-1943 


Luso Credit Union 


| Planning a home 
improvement 
project for the 
new year? 

CALL US! 


Looking to clean 
out & organize 
for the new year? 
CALL US! 





We ¥ Small Businesses! 


Advertise on this page and 
shine the SPOTLIGHT 
on your business, giving you 
the exposure you need 
to grow your business! 


Call Jocelyn Walker at 
413-283-8593 
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WPI announces Fall 


Lachenme er | 2020 Dean’s List 


named to 
WORCESTER -— The criteria for the WPI Dean’s 
University of List differs from most other universities as WPI does 
Delaware not compute a grade point average (GPA). Instead, 
WPI defines the Dean’s List by the amount of work 
De an ’S List completed at the A level in courses and projects. 


Local Dean’s List students are as follows: 

Caitlin Bonavita of Wilbraham, class of 23, major- 
ing in Biomedical Engineering 

Nicholas Frangie of Hampden, class of 24, major- 
ing in Interactive Media & Game Development Tech- 
nology (BS) 

Gabrielle Poindexter of Wilbraham, class of 23, 
majoring in Robotics Engineering 

Alexander Puhalski of Wilbraham, class of 22, ma- 
joring in Physics 

Martin Wadzinski of Wilbraham, class of 23, ma- 
joring in Mechanical Engineering 

Kelsey Wilkinson of Wilbraham, class of 22, ma- 
joring in Mechanical Engineering 


NEWARK, Del. — Sarah 
Lachenmeyer of Wilbraham 
has been named to the Uni- 
versity of Delaware Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2020 semes- 
ter. 

To meet eligibility re- 
quirements for the Dean’s 
List, a student must be en- 
rolled full-time and earn a 
GPA of 3.5 or above (on a 
4.0 scale) for the semester. 


“Your Hometown 
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Dr. Michael Margolis 
Orthodontist 


Headlines Hair Design 
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Attorney 
Michael O. Shea 


HANIPDEN SEPTIC 


WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS 


Time to get your septic pumped, 
call about our Spring Specials! 
All our Title 5 inspections are dug 
by hand, leaving your lawn as good 
as it was when we first arrived. 
Selling your home? 
To avoid any financial hardship we will install 
your system now and get paid at closing. 


Pumping ¢ Installation « Title 5 apecions e Perc Tests 
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS ¢ FULLY INSURED ¢ FAMILY OWNED 
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 


Evening & Weekend | 
. Appointments Available! 


Your Hometown Dry Cleaners 


Family owned and operated since 1935 


464 Main Street, Wilbraham (next to the Village Store Cafe) 
413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com 


CLEANERS, INC Open Monday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 


Get to know our Great Service 


15% OFF DRY CEEANING: when you pre-pay! 


Ask about special pricing for first responders 
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Terriers 


first team to 
knock down 
Falcons 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WEST SPRINGFIELD—Be- 
cause Minnechaug Regional has 
been one of the best high school 
hockey teams in Western Massa- 
chusetts during the past couple of 
years, they have had a large target 
on their backs in every game so 
far this season. Every opponent 
is looking to knock them off. 

Minnechaug had a 3-0-2 
overall record before suffering a 
3-1 loss to the West Springfield 
Terriers at the Olympia Ice Cen- 
ter in West Springfield, last Sat- 
urday night. 

The Falcons, who went 1-1- 
1 last week, squeaked out a 3-2 
win against Longmeadow on 
February 9. They then overcame 
a 2-0 deficit to tie East Long- 
meadow, 2-2, two nights later. 
They also never held the lead in 
the first meeting of the season 
against West Side (3-1-2) 

“We were riding high af- 
ter beating Longmeadow last 
Tuesday. We probably took East 
Longmeadow a little bit too light- 
ly, especially after we defeated 
them, 9-0, the first time that we 
faced them. Then we struggled 
in tonight’s,’ said Minnechaug 
head coach Kyle Bousquet. “I 
told my players that every team 
we're going to be facing is go- 
ing to play their best game of the 
season against us. We just need 
to match their intensity. The ur- 
gency has not been there during 
the past couple of games. If we 
want to continue winning hockey 
games, we just need to outwork 
the other team, which is some- 
thing we’re not doing right now.” 

The Falcons, who were the 
top-seeded team in last year’s 
Western Mass. Division 3 tour- 
nament, were upset, 3-1, by 
fourth-seeded West Springfield 
in a semifinal game played at 
Olympia. 

Minnechaug' was already 
trailing 1-0 in last Saturday’s 
match 42 seconds into the open- 
ing period. West Side junior 
Chase Navone fired a low shot 
from the point into the net past 
Minnechaug senior goalie Corby 
Marini (20 saves). 

The Falcons then had the only 
power-play of the game by ei- 
ther team. The only shot on goal 
during that two-minute stretch 
was by senior Samuel Raco, 
who’s shot was deflected away 
by Terriers junior goalie Kaden 
Navone (18 saves). 

The parents of the Falcons 
players, who were the only fans 
allowed to attend last Saturday’s 
game, did have something to 


Please see HOCKEY, page 12 
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Falcons remain perfect in the pool 


WILBRAHAM 
— The Minnechaug 
Regional High 
School girls swim- 
ming team, which 
has been among the 
best in the region 
during the past sev- 
eral years, has won 
four virtual meets 
this year, defeating 
Agawam, Ludlow, 
East Longmeadow, 
and Palmer. The 
Falcons have been 
swimming in their 
own pool for meets, 
and comparing 
event results with 
the teams they are 
matched up against. 
Minnechaug has 
not scored less than 
114 points in a meet 
this season. 
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Madelynn Grono makes her 
way off the diving board. 


Gall tel “Photos by David Henry vnww.sweetdogphotos.con com 


Krystianna Strange flies through the 100 freestyle. 


SEEKONK — Kurt Vigeant 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 








Margaret Petruzzelli does her leg of the | medley relay. 


Vigeant carries the colors of 


Vigeant looks to make his Tri Track mark i in 2021 


will look to make his mark in 
the Tri Track Open Modified 
Series in 2021. The driver of 
the familiar white and orange 
No. 7 is set to compete in all of 
the races in the new season and 
hopes to continue to make gains 
into the top 10 as part of one of 
the most competitive fields in 
Modified racing. 

Vigeant, who has been in- 
volved in racing since the age 
of 12, broke into the sport with 
AMA Motocross and became 
the Grand National Champi- 
on. He continued into the Pro 
4 Modifieds, where he went to 
Victory Lane, then became a 
two-time champion at Thomp- 
son Speedway Motorsports Park 
in their Modified division. All of 
this experience drove his inter- 
est to move into the Tour-Type 
Modifieds, where he runs today, 
specifically with Tri Track. He’s 
hoping to make gains on his 
previous efforts during the 2021 
season. 

“When I started in these 
types of Modifieds we ran a 
few races, then totaled the car 


= 


mi = 
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and it took two years to fix it 
because we didn’t have the 
funds,” Vigeant said. “I enjoy 
the schedule that Tri Track has 
with the bullring tracks. I don’t 
think anyone is content where 
they are running, until you are 
on the top.” 

Vigeant is no stranger to the 
series, competing at all of the 
tracks that Tri Track will visit 
during the 2021 season. En- 
joying the bullrings makes Tri 
Track a perfect fit -- as the series 
makes the schedule based off 





Submitted photo 
Kurt Vigeant will be among hopefuls in Tri Track series this year. 


the tracks that equal the playing 
field and put the capabilities of 
the driver into the forefront. 

“T’ve had good success when 
it comes to qualifying for the 
features,” Vigeant said. “I think 
I’ve only missed two since I 
started running with Tri Track. 
But I’m lacking those finishes... 
I need some luck. It’s tough to 
compete, as an underfunded 
team, on a series with a lot of 
talent. But we are fighting, and I 
couldn’t do it without my spon- 
sor and my team.” 


Gary Rice Equipment and Ser- 
vice on the car, and has a vari- 
ety of crew members that are 
regulars with him at the track. 
He is always looking for addi- 
tional sponsors to help him get 
through the season, whether big 
or small. Crew members include 
Rob Anderson, Josh O’ Connell, 
Joey Pole, Billy Bodreau (crew 
chief), Melissa O’ Connell, Den- 
nis West, Carroll Vescovi and 
others, when necessary and 
available. 

“The crew supports me no 
matter what happens,’ Vigeant 
said. “My mom and dad -- they 
are first -- my dad is a diehard. 
His health has been going south 
a bit, so we are just taking it 
race-by-race and remembering 
every moment we have togeth- 
er.” 

His goal in the 2021 season 
is to continue to take it race-by- 
race, improve on his finishing 
positions and aim for the top- 
five in the six series events. 

“[’m hoping that this year 


Please see RACING, page 12 
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MIAA hoping for successful Fall 2 season 


FRANKLIN — The Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation (MIAA) COVID-19 Task 
Force representatives presented 
Fall II Season sport modifications 
and recommendations today for the 
2020-2021 year to the MIAA Board 
of Directors. 

This presentation culminated the 
MIAA governance process which in- 
cluded sport-specific sub-committee 
meetings where current Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmen- 
tal Affairs (EEA) and Massachu- 
setts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary (DESE) guidelines were 
reviewed. Sport sub-committees cre- 
ated or updated sport specific modifi- 
cations, presented them for approval 
to the full sport committee and then 
presented, for approval, to the MIAA 
Sports Medicine Committee (SMC). 
The MIAA Covid-19 Task force sub- 
sequently reviewed and approved the 
modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill 


Gaine stated, ““Today’s actions by the 
MIAA’s Board of Directors are the 
culmination of the work of our mem- 
bership committed to establishing 
optimal standards of health and safe- 
ty that will provide the restoration of 
Fall sports for 1000s of MIAA stu- 
dent-athletes.” 

The MIAA Board of Directors 
voted to approve sport-specific modi- 
fications for the Fall II Season. These 
modifications will continue to be re- 
viewed as they relate to current reg- 
ulations surrounding COVID-19 and 
may be modified if necessary. Addi- 
tional modifications or the decision 
to participate in MIAA-recognized 
Fall II sports will be determined by 
local school districts and/or their lo- 
cal Boards of Health. You may view 
the Task Force presentation HERE. 

MIAA President Jeffrey Grana- 
tino said, “We made adjustments 
in the fall and had a success first 
season. We made additional modi- 
fications for the winter and our stu- 


dent-athletes have been actively en- 
gaged since December. Now we are 
hopeful that with the guidance from 
the Governor’s office and of EEA, 
along with the work of our various 
committees, that we will be able to 
have a safe and successful Fall II 
Season.” You may view all MIAA 
sport modifications on the MIAA 
COVID-19 webpage. 

The following sports have been 
approved by the MIAA for the Fall I 
Season: Cheerleading, Football, In- 
door Track, and Unified Basketball. 
The following sports were approved 
for the Fall I Season, however, local 
districts may have decided to move 
them to the Fall II Season: Cross 
Country, Dance, Golf, Field Hockey, 
Soccer, Swim and Dive, and Volley- 
ball. 

The timeframe of the MIAA Fall 
If Season is February 22-April 25, 
2021. There will be no MIAA spon- 
sored post-season tournament for the 
Fall If Season. 





Bay State Games partners with charter schools 


WOBURN - Bay State Games 
is excited to announce new partner- 
ships with the Massachusetts Char- 
ter School Athletic Organization 
(MCSAO) and New England Prepa- 
ratory School Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC). Bay State Games has a 
long history with the Massachusetts 
Secondary School Athletic Directors 
Association, and now with this new 
partnership with the MCSAO and 
NEPSAC, BSG is hoping to reach all 
Massachusetts high school students. 

Both the MCSAO and NEPSAC 
organize athletic championships for 
their respective leagues and reach 
thousands of student-athletes every 
year. Bay State Games hopes this 
partnership will help share athlet- 
ic and educational opportunities to 


on FEBRUARY 24 


Published the weeks of 
March 3 - March 19, 2021 
in 12 of our popular 
community newspapers 


Take advantage of this special 
rate of $45.00 pci to reach over 
83,000 homes in 
Western Massachusetts. 


APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SECTION 


WWW.TURLEY.COM 


every high school student-athlete in 
Massachusetts. 

“The MCSAO is very excited to 
partner with an organization like the 
Bay State Games. Working togeth- 
er we are hopeful to provide more 
opportunities for student-athletes to 
compete in different high-level ath- 
letic tournaments and venues,” says 
Drew Betts, Co-Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Charter School 
Athletic Organization. “In addition, 
we are pleased that this will be ad- 
ditional avenues for student ath- 
letes within the MCSAO to work 
with the Bay State Games to pro- 
mote teamwork and sportsmanship 
in support of the Games mission.” 
Of the new partnership, NEPSAC 
President George Tahan said, 
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“We at NEPSAC are thrilled to 
be able to partner with the Bay State 
Games and help afford NEPSAC 
student-athletes with additional op- 
portunities to participate in a num- 
ber of sports and event offerings. 
NEPSAC’s principle purpose aligns 
seamlessly with the Bay State Games 
mission of ‘promoting personal de- 
velopment, education, physical fit- 
ness, teamwork, and sportsmanship’ 
and we at NEPSAC look forward to 
long and rewarding relationship.” 

Offering opportunities to com- 
pete in Bay State Summer and Win- 
ter Games events, Future Leaders 
Scholarship Program, High School 
Ambassador Program, and Sports- 
manship Program as well as coach- 
ing opportunities for high school 
coaches is the goal of this 

partnership. 

“Ensuring that all high 
school student-athletes in 
Massachusetts are aware of 
and have access to all Bay 
State Games programs is 
an important goal of our or- 
ganization,’ said Executive 
Director, Kevin Cummings. 
“These collaborations with 
the NEPSAC and MCSAO 
will help us achieve this 
goal and highlight the out- 
standing athletes, coaches, 
and administrators from 
both organizations. 
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Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION -— The Hampshire Franklin Baseball 
Umpire Association (HFBUA) is planning to conduct 
classes for the 2021 baseball season following all rec- 
ommended COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 
sibility of on-line instruction. The association covers 
umpiring of scholastic baseball for all of Hampshire 
and Franklin county schools registered under MIAA 
and several other baseball leagues in the area. If you 
are interested in umpiring baseball or obtaining further 
information regarding the upcoming classes please 
contact Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HF- 
BUA via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 





Sign-ups now available 
for 2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western Mass Relics has opened 
registration for the 2021 Senior Softball Season. The 
Silver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of the 112 
spots and the Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 32 
of the 96 spots. The registrations are accepted on a first 
come first serve basis. All our games are played at the 
Fish & Game in Ludlow. For further information or to 
register go to http://www.westernmassrelics.org. 





HOCKEY from page 11 


cheer about with 3:28 remaining in the first period. 
That’s when a one-timer by Raco tied at the score at 
1-1. Senior Dom Terzi was credited with the assist, 
which was his 97" career point. 

“That was a great scoring play at the end of the first 
period,’ Bousquet said. “We didn’t have many scoring 
chances and we didn’t play our best game of the sea- 
son tonight.” 

In order to reach his milestone, Terzi will need 
three more points in the Falcons final four games. 

“It’s always special to see one of your players 
reach 100 career points,’ Bousquet added. “Not very 
many high school hockey players have reached that 
milestone in the past. You’ll need to average 25 points 
a season and most freshmen aren’t getting a lot of min- 
utes.” 

In the Falcons first six games of this season, Terzi 
scored five goals and had nine assists for a total of 14 
points. 

The last Minnechaug hockey player to reach 100 
career points was Matt Kowal two years ago. 

West Springfield, who outshot Minnechaug, 10-3, 
in the second period, retook the lead on a goal by se- 
nior Darren Buteau at the 5:27 mark of the period. 

Sophomore David Noel and Terzi both had shots 
on goal for the Falcons late in the second period, but 
the score remained 2-1 entering the third period. 

The Falcons did play a little bit better during the 
final period, but they couldn’t score the equalizer. 

West Side sophomore Chris Torres made the score 
3-1 with 1:09 remaining with an empty net goal fol- 
lowing a shot from inside his own blue line. 

The Minnechaug players will be looking to close 
out the season by celebrating a win against West 
Springfield on Feb. 27. 





RACING from page 11 


we can run much better and run in the front,’ Vigeant 
said. “It comes down to how much money we can 
gather as a small team. We go to each race, buy four or 
five tires, and do the best we can. We do it for the love 
of the sport.” 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series season opens 
in May at Monadnock Speedway. For more informa- 
tion on the series, visit tritrackmodifieds.com and fol- 
low the series on social media. For more information 
on Souza Media, visit kylesouza.com. 
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Garve 
named to 
Dean’s List 
at Ithaca 
College 


ITHACA, N.Y. — 
Ithaca College student 
Chase Garvey from Wil- 
braham was named to 
the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2020 semester. 





St. Cecilia 
Catholic 
Women’s 
Club 
scholarships 


Scholarship applica- 
tions are now available 
for 2021 high school 
seniors. To be eligible a 
student must be a gradu- 
ating high school senior 
and a member of St. Ce- 
cilia Parish. 


Selection fac- 
tors include academic 
achievement, character, 


leadership and _finan- 
cial need. Applications 
can be picked up in the 
guidance offices at Min- 
nechaug Regional High 
School, Ludlow High 
School, St. Cecilia Par- 
ish office or download 
the application from the 
St. Cecilia Church web- 
site at: saintceciliawil- 
braham.org. 

Two $1,000 schol- 
arships will be awarded 
in May 2021 and will 
be granted directly to 
the students to help de- 
fray the cost of tuition, 
books, fees, or supplies. 

The application 
deadline is April 5. 
Please mail to: St. Ce- 
cilia Women’s Club, St. 
Cecilia Parish, 42 Main 
St., Wilbraham, MA 
01095. If you have ques- 
tions, please contact Sue 
Agnew, (413) 596-9480. 


Local students make UMass 
Amherst Fall Dean’s List 


AMHERST -— Below is a list of local students who 
were named to the dean’s list at the University of Massa- 
chusetts Amherst for the fall 2020 semester. 

In order to qualify, an undergraduate student must re- 
ceive a 3.5 grade-point average or better on a four-point 
scale. 

HAMPDEN: Michael Norman Cammilleri; Skylar 
Breeze Cyr; Katherine Natalie Duncan; Saida Gamidova; 
Margaret Marie Martin; Dionna Porcello; Ashley Hannah 
Sheehan;Kelsey Jenna Sheehan; Jessica Marie Smith 


WILBRAHAM: Jordan Leigh Baker; Elizabeth Ma- 
rie Blask; Alison R Boudreau; Gio Chau; Richie Chau; 
Michael Cheng; John Alexander Cowles; Stephen Karnig 
Diefenderfer; Olivia Lauretta Donati; Benjamin Joseph 
Dunklee; Lily Grace Elkhay; Angelina Isabelle Flebotte; 
Alexa Rose Fleury; Megan May Fortune; Kathryn Cal- 
vanese Gormally; Daniel Kalucki; Jennifer Marie Ko- 
varik; Filip Stanislaw Kumiega; Collin Michael Lafram- 
boise; Michelle M Leckey; Jaehee Lee; Jaeyoung Lee; 
James Salvatore Leone; Joseph Robert Lucas; Eli Maller; 
Caleb Marcotte; Donielle Maria Jill Martell; Tara Kris- 
ten McWilliams; Michelle Gabriella Moskvitch; Brian J 
Ortiz; Jeet Patel; Eva Louise Peck; Grace Elizabeth Pet- 
tengill; Madison Resko Poisson; Jenna Bailey Rawlings; 
Lydia Ann Ryan; William Neil Ryan; Corrina Emily Wil- 
liams; Madeleine Joan Wilson 


Scholarships for 
volunteerism, community 
srants offered through 
Wilbraham Community 
Association 


WILBRAHAM -— Over 40 years ago, town residents 
founded the Wilbraham Community Association on the 
basis of volunteer involvement to promote civic pride and 
enrich our community. 

The WCA is offering scholarships to any Wilbraham 
high school senior who has helped our community by vol- 
unteering in some way. Up to two $1,000 scholarships are 
available to fund any type of academic or vocational educa- 
tion in pursuit of a career goal. 

Applications are also available for grants issued through 
the Wilbraham Community Association. The Association 
will offer grants up to $750 to hometown nonprofit orga- 
nizations. The WCA was founded by Wilbraham residents 
to promote and enrich the community. Grants help fulfill 
the mission by funding projects that help improve the town. 

The deadline for applications for scholarships and com- 
munity grants is March 31. For further information or to re- 
quest an application, email CDuquette @charter.net or call 
Cate Duquette at (413) 596-8315. 
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This week in recreation 


Connor Duquette, 
Program Coordinator 


WILBRAHAM - Winter is here 
in full force, and with the winter 
comes more sports! Basketball sea- 
son is in full swing here in Wilbra- 
ham, from pre-k all the way to high 
school. Athletes are competing and 
working to better their skills and put 
them to the test against one another. 

If you have not checked out our 
Facebook pages recently, you may 
have missed that we are streaming all 
of our K-8 basketball live for fami- 
lies and friends to enjoy. While the 
streams may have started off a little 
confusing and at times a little blurry, 
we were able to work with the school 
district IT department to come up 
with solutions to provide the best 
result possible for families to enjoy. 
There have also been some reports of 
families not being able to find where 
the games are being streamed. This 
may be due to WPRD having to cre- 
ate a second Facebook account to be 
able to live stream different games at 
the same time. 

Both of our stream links can be 
found on the League website: www. 
leaguelineup.com/wmassbasketball 
Make sure to tune in every weekend 


to see some awesome Wilbraham 
Basketball! 

While there may still be snow 
on the ground, there is still a lot of 
planning to do for the spring. One 
of the greatest things to come out of 
the spring is the upcoming Softball/ 
Baseball season. That’s right — soft- 
ball and baseball will be coming back 
to Wilbraham in the spring! Regis- 
tration for grades K-6 (baseball) / 
grades 1-8 (softball) will start March 
2 and run through March 14 

Registration for the Koufax group 
(grades 7-8) will run from March 
9-21. Our Pre-K Start Smart Program 
Registration will be March 16- 28. 
Make sure to register early as space 
is limited for these programs. As al- 
ways, Stay safe, stay healthy and stay 
happy. 

Notes: We anticipate that we will 
start registrations for Girls Lacrosse, 
Track and Field, Tennis and more in 
March. Our programs are severely 
restricted in size of enrollment due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions. There is 
no leeway in the maximum number 
of participants. As always, registra- 
tion is on a first-come-first-served 
basis, so if you see a program that 
you want to take part in, don’t delay 
registering for it. 
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Wilbraham- 


Foundation 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - The Wil- 
braham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation 
is set to award over $45,000 in scholarships 


to seniors this spring. 
Scholarship 


mailed to eligible seniors. 
application may be completed online by 


applications 


Hampden Scholarship 
set to award $45,000 


visiting https://wilbraham-hampdenschol- 
arshipfoundation.org/scholarships/applica- 
tion/. Applications must be postmarked by 
March 5 at noon. 

Any questions, please contact the foun- 
dation at info@wilbraham-hampdenschol- 
arshipfoundation.org. 


have been 
Additionally, the 


The Library Loft 


bes Yod YoYo) | alo) bt -1-m Oro) aalsalel atom ml (se) a (or 1 O11 a Ol olo ll a-le ash n-1-4 ol lsat) 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
huts; VOam= om Ere lOam=Fam 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


U 


Ti 


Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 


a SL ee LE i IL 





Mut Bap 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we Know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 


should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please 
email twitkop@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


q yy 
Auto Repair 











LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 it seehy check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
© & Excludes 
diesel & 


synthetic 







Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF | 















any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 2/28/21 T 


dT | 


WHEEL , 
ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


$GOQ°> 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 2/28/21 T 


se => = = 


(Up to $50/Parts BARRE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 


cd ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


WAINSFECTION STATION MOLSSi38 





5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 


Sales & Service 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !"!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifi 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Since 1982, Insured, Referencs, 
HIC#175887 

Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apart- 
ment Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawn Care, 
Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal, more. 
(413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 










AN Fic 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


eds 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





832.50 833.00 833.50 3400 

34 50 P835.00 35 50 m8 36.00 
Name. = ee es Phone: —_ 
Address: 
VOWN = State: A a 
Number of Weeks: X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard HVISA Q Discover LY Cash Li Check# 
Card # ___Exp.Date. COW 
Amountofcharge: — Date; 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[—| 
ee 
Bole 
Has 
Rec 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 







GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON 








Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





a 


Suburban 





Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE 10.00 


Addathird ZONE $5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Subtotal — 
x Number of Weeks Le 
TOTAL Enclosed ___ — 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


February 18, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 





February 18, 2021 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


2021 
xX TIME 


TAX 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment |<237™m> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Tacoyantems Keb @ od wey oral aclaceyel 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
YEA 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAAS F#PAA CBA 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
bt Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


\VColCeval(e)amm kcd.arclalem mlatclaleliclitels)Alests 


IRS Problems? 
i) a ed oc -t-t-) (el at-| me t-lale|(- mie) me Lele me 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 





CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





VALLEY 





MEDICAL 
Sixe ely 





Prevention &° Medical Care 
‘To Help You Live Better, Longer: 

NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical Group, 
a multi-specialty group serving over 
55,000 patients is currently hiring for a 
Family Practice RN, Family Practice 
LPN, Family Practice Medical Assis- 
tant, Gl Technician, Infection Control 
RN and per diem Covid Vaccine RN for 
positions in our Amherst office! To 
view more details about our openings 
and to apply online, please visit www. 
vmgma.com. Come Join Our Team!! 


TOWN OF WARE VACANCIES 
The Town of Ware seeks applications 
for the following positions: Con- 
servation Agent (part-time, 10- 
15 hours per week. Department 
Assistant (part-time, 19 ours per 
week) - Planning and Community 
Development. Administrative As- 
sistant - Assessors (full-time). Proj- 
ect Evaluator - Community health 
Improvement Plan grant program. Full 
job descriptions and application forms 
are available on the town’s website, 
www.townofware.com. Positions re- 
main open until filled. Submit applica- 
tions to Town Manager, Town of Ware, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 or 
sbeckley @ townofware.com. 


HEALTH CARE 


Looking for a PCA for a Paralyzed 
Male. Hours 7am-11am Saturday/ 
Sunday duties: transfer from bed to 
wheelchair, sometimes use hoyer lift, 
personal care, meal prep. Additional 
pay for morning shift. 4pm-6pm or 
5pm-7pm Saturday/Sunday duties: 
laundry and shopping. Call Mary 
(413)244-5520 


Classified 
Advertising 
DEADLINES 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 


Email all 
notices to 


i 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


3 


Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VAT i mV VAV VAY MoU] eo) | (oj aloyq(or-i-mael a (=\"More)aa| 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of February 26, 2021 the 
following motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


2006 Jeep Liberty 

VIN: 1J4GL48K56W 163102 
COLOR: Green 

LKO: Nicole Fraska 

PO Box 1214 

Warren MA 01083 


2005 Acura TL 

VIN: 19UUA66295A074871 
COLOR: Blue 

LKO: Adolfo Sandoval 

304 Washington St 1L 
Haverhill MA 01832 


2008 Mercedes L300 Sedan 
VIN: WDDGF81 X88F139928 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Jennifer Torres 

46 Olmsted Dr. 

Springfield MA 01108 


2014 BMW 5 Series 

VIN: WBA5SB3C57ED530181 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Zachary D Allen 

173 Merrimack St 
Manchester NH 03103-5230 


R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 

02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of February 26, 2021 the 
following motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


Vehicle: 2009 Kawasaki 
VN900D 

Color: Blue 

VIN: JKAVN2D119A029062 
LKO: Robert Trempe 

109 River Rd 

Ware MA 01082 


Vehicle: 2008 Honda Accord 
Color: Black 

VIN: LHGCP25718A014314 
LKO: Michael Nieves 

148 Mill St Apt.1 

Springfield MA 01108 


R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 

02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0224EA 
Estate of: Donna J. 
Clark-Thornton 
Also known as: 
Donna Joyce 
Clark-Thornton 
Date of Death: 12/30/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Melissa Clark Gallo 
of Enfield CT requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests 
that: Melissa Clark Gallo of 
Enfield CT be appointed as 


Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 03/10/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec- 
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





PUBLIC NOTICES & 


CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 10, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/18/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 


CUT 
FREE Ib 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS 

WHOLE wisssttssssssisn Mlb 
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 

GHOPS or ROAST cur erce « Ib 
USDA INSP. 

MAPLE SMOKED te 
1/2 BONELESS HAM.....~ Bio 


USDA INSP 


ROAST BEEP .essssssesssese ; 
LENTEN-SPECIALS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST io.seec.ue” Bib 
USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN 

WINGS 10. UB BAGiiiieiiaucrin Ib 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ROASTER 
CHICKEN, ssssssstsesssestssssss © 0 Ib 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CARROTS 
SLICED OR DIGED assis oD io 


RTI @lni(miy 90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 















USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


AMERICAN LAMB 
SHOULDER CHOP 


lb 










USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


7 LB 
BAG 


















lb 





| Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 











SALE DATES: 


2/18/21 - 2/24/21 aiyy DIRECT FOR =: SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 





WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


Y TITAN@ TALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty, students and 
learn all about WMA programs and community. 


2 ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES 
TUESDAY - -6 PM EST 


Middle School 
WEDNESDAY - -6 PM EST 


ACADEMICS & S707 WE 
THURSDAY - °6 PM EST 


i ie a ah I een as | 










Wwww.wma.us/titantalk 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


| eye) etalem Cover Malaymortel eo 


We're here to help. 


Carolyn Balicki 
Wilbraham 
Branch Manager, 
Retail Banking Officer 


Charlene Kareta 
Mortgage Loan Originator 
NMLS ID 458963 


Corinne Sawyer 
VP, Business 
Development & 
Cash Management 





Shannon Ortona 
Wilbraham Assistant 
Branch Manager 


Kylie LaPlante 
Business 
Development Officer 


Our Wilbraham Branch has a full-service team to help you with your personal or business banking needs. 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH | 100 Post Office Park | 


www.monsonsavings.bank 

tenner MEMBERFDIC | MEMBER DIF 

*Investment and insurance products and services are offered through INFINEX INVESTMENTS, INC. Member FINRA/SIPC. Monson 
Savings Bank is a subsidiary of Monson Financial Services. Infinex is not affiliated with either entity. Products and services made 


available through Infinex are not insured by the FDIC or any other agency of the United States and are not deposits or obligations of nor 
guaranteed or insured by any bank or bank affiliate. These products are subject to investment risk, including the possible loss of value. 





Darlene Mark 
VP, Commercial 
Loan Officer 







413-596-2848 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 


February 18, 2021 


Roller Satins rinks 
across Mass. left in 
the dark; public 
records requests go 
unanswered 


BOSTON — Massachusetts roller skating rinks have 
been forced to shut their doors entirely, not once, but 
twice during the past year. The most recent rollback from 
Step 2 to Step 1 of Phase III forced the rinks to close just 
days before the holidays. 

“We are completely missing out on our peak season,” 
said rink operator Charlene Conway. “Every day that 
goes by is costing us money that we cannot afford to lose. 
Rinks across the country outside of Massachusetts and 
even other indoor recreational activities in Massachusetts 
have been open for months. We have been singled out 
and we deserve an explanation as to why.” 

The Alliance of Massachusetts Businesses and Attrac- 
tions, Inc. (AMABAA) is searching for that explanation. 

“We have submitted two public records requests in 
accordance with Massachusetts law, essentially seeking 
any and all information pertaining to roller skating that 
was considered in making the decision both to place roll- 
er skating rinks in Step 2 of Phase III and to re-close roll- 
er skating rinks as part of the statewide rollback to Step 
1 of Phase III,” said Clodagh Lane of Daly Cavanaugh 
LLP, counsel for AMABAA. 

“The Department of Public Health, only after an ap- 
peal was initiated when it failed to respond within the 
required time period, answered that it does not have any 
responsive documents and that the relevant Orders were 
issued by the Governor, not by the Department. The Of- 
fice of the Governor, meanwhile, has chosen to withhold 
any responsive documents.” 

“We are dumbfounded at the lack of transparency,” 
said Rob Gould, Director of Section Ten of the Roller 
Skating Rink Operators Association. “How is it possible 
that the Governor is making decisions based on public 
health data but yet the Department of Public Health has 
no records, or even a single email? These decisions are 
threatening our livelihoods and if there was any justifi- 
cation based in science or reason, it should have been 
offered by now. There needs to be some accountability 
to those who are suffering because of these unilateral and 
arbitrary decisions.” 

AMABAA has also started a GoFundMe page to help 
roller skating rink operators with their efforts during 
this critical time. Contributions can be made at: https:// 
charity.gofundme.com/donate/project/open-roller-skat- 
ing-in-massachusetts/amabaa 





Wilbraham Women’s 
Club scholarships 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - The Wilbraham Wom- 
en’s Club is offering two $1,000 scholarships to Wilbra- 
ham or Hampden residents who are graduating seniors 
planning on attending a four-year college or university. 

Applications are avail- 
able in the guidance office 
at Minnechaug Regional 
High School. If a student 
attends a private school 
and would like an applica- 
tion, contact Mrs. Agnew 
at (413) 596-9480. The 
deadline for receipt of the 
application is April 5. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advettis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 





Sabina Vegiard 
VP, Monson Savings, 
Financial Advisor, 
Infinex Investments, Inc.* 


first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 


greater extent than the 


cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





